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UM STUDENT HONES RESEARCH TECHNIQUES LN JAPAN
By Betsy Cohen
University Communications
MISSOULA ~
A University of Montana—Missoula science student took home more than new research
techniques from his Japanese exchange program. He has taken on the cloak as Montana's unofficial
student ambassador.
Neal Goodwin, a UM doctoral candidate in microbiology, spent seven weeks last summer
studying at the Japan Cancer Institute and Research Center in Tokyo. He will return to the institute
in February, invited back to broaden his research.
His studies in Japan are part of a National Science Foundation exchange program designed to
promote collaboration between budding scientists of the two countries.
"The U.S. National Science Foundation recognized that many more Japanese scientist and
students were coming to the U.S. to study, and far less Americans were traveling to Japan to study
and train," Goodwin said.
not only

"The collaboration is encouraged by the science communities because it

promotes an exchange of technology and ideas, it also helps develop both countries’

biotechnology education."
The program also promotes international friendships and cultural understanding, he said.
"The Japanese only really know the negative stuff about the United States that the U.S. media

-more-
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focuses on," Goodwin said.

"I told my Japanese colleagues that I came from the last best place,

where it is similar to Japan ... there is very little crime and the people are friendly and it’s beautiful.
Two of my new friends immediately bought plane tickets to visit me."
After a ski trip to Jackson Hole, Goodwin said his Japanese friends spent the entire drive back
to Missoula "with their faces pressed against the car window, looking at the wide-open."
"When people asked them what they thought of the U.S. they just kept repeating ‘it’s so big,’
referring to everything -- the mountains, the ranches, the ski resorts, the roads and the people," he
said.
Goodwin will spend his three-week Tokyo visit in February finding out if his research in
enzyme work can be applied to cancer detection.
"To this point I’ve used these enzymes to look at viral mutations and viral genes, which is
exciting," he said, "but one interest I have is cancer genetics, and that is unavailable in Montana for
study because there is no cancer center here."
Goodwin, whose work may help researchers understand the gene mutation process, said he
plans to continue working on products to cure human disease after he graduates, and he will continue
his relationship with his Japanese colleagues.
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Contact: Neal Goodwin, 728-3702. Neal will be in Missoula at this number through Jan. 27. He will
return Feb. 17.
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